BUCKINGHAM
revenues of all kinds is exhausted.  We are upon the third year's anticipation beforehand; land, much sold of the principal; credit lost; and at the utmost shift with the Commonwealth5.1   Sir George Goring, an officer of the Bang's household, had much the same tale to tell, and begged the Duke to return home, where his presence was most urgently needed to right the confused state of affairs. The King's affection for Buckingham was daily growing stronger, as he listened to tales of his great bravery. At the end of August he expressed his devotion in the warmest terms: 'Steenie', he wrote, cUpon all occasions I am glad to remember you and no distance of place, nor length of time can make me slacken, much less diminish, my love for you than that I have any business to advertise you of. I know, too, that this is nothing, it being nothing but what you know already: yet imagining that we (like usurers) love sometimes to look on our riches, I think it not unacceptable to you to bid you look on that I esteem to be the greatest of riches and now hardest to be found, true friendship, there being no style justlier to be given to any man .than that to me of being, your faithful friend, Charles R.'s But all the King's protestations of undying affection for his friend could not effect his salvation in the face of an empty treasury and a rebellious nation.  The preparation of Holland's reinforcements was to repeat the same story of wearying delays as that of Becher in August.  Buckingham must have strongly doubted Sir Humphrey May's assurance of October yth that cthe Chancellor of the Exchequer is not a spark, but a flame of fire in anything that concerns the Duke',8 as the time passed and Holland's fleet did not appear.  Outwardly, we are told, he betrayed no sign of the despair he was experiencing, but once in the
1 Col. S. P. Dom. (Charles I), 1627-28, p. 353-
8 HARDWICKE, State Papers, n, p. 15.
8 Col, S. P. Dom. (Charles I), 1627-28, p. 375.
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